
    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

CORRECT DISPOSAL OF HOUSEHOLD WASTE SAVES LIVES – 5 May 2020 

The Overberg District Municipality’s Environmental Health Services shares this important information. 

Did you know that there is a correct method in which you should dispose of used tissues and related goods used by 

those infected by coronavirus? These procedures are simple enough so that we can all apply them. Even more 

important, by disposing your used items correctly, you are protecting other people. Correct disposal saves lives! 

Residents who have tested positive for COVID-19 must be in self-isolation and the guidelines provided by the national 

Department must be followed to protect essential workers and anyone else who may come into contact with 

domestic (household) waste. This notice also serves to persons in self-quarantine. 
 
 

WASTE FROM CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) 

POSITIVE PATIENTS 
GARBAGE COLLECTION DAY 

The main action to remember is to separate 

infected waste from normal household waste. 

 
• Throw used tissues into the toilet and flush 

them away. 

• If you do not have a flushable toilet, you 

must make sure that used tissues and all 

other protective gear such as masks and 

gloves are placed in a plastic bag. 

• When the plastic bag is full, knot the bag, 

put it into another bag and knot it tightly. 

(Double bag please) 

• Hang or place the waste bag where it is in 

the sunshine and away from pets until the 

next refuse collection day. Ideally, the bag 

should hang in the sun for FIVE days so that all 

the germs are killed before being put out with 

your regular waste. 

 
DO NOT MIX INFECTED WASTE WITH HOUSEHOLD WASTE          

           
             KEEP HOUSEHOLD WASTE SEPARATE FROM   
                        INFECTED COVID-19 WASTE 

 

THROW USED TISSUES OF INFECTED PATIENTS IN 

THE TOILET AND FLUSH AWAY 

Black plastic waste bags and waste containers 

can be placed outside as per normal on refuse 

collection day. Follow the steps below on refuse 

removal day: 

 
• ONLY put waste bags and waste containers 

outside on refuse collection day. 

• Place bags containing coronavirus waste on 

top or next to the closed waste containers or 

black refuse bags. 

• Residents are requested to WASH their 

HANDS with soap and water BEFORE and 

AFTER handling waste containers or black 

refuse plastic bags. 

• Residents are also requested to clean waste 

containers, its handles and covers. These 

measures are to protect both the public and 

the essential refuse removal teams. 

• Residents are requested to refrain from 

approaching refuse removal personnel. 

Always keep a distance of 2 metres between 

yourself and the refuse personnel. 

• Residents should first, after the waste 

containers have been emptied by refuse 

removal personnel and before containers 

are used again, wash the refuse containers. 
 

 

NEED MORE INFORMATION? 

The Environmental Health Practitioners (EHPs) that work in Municipal Health Services are considered 

essential services. Should you need more information, please send an email to mrdutoit@odm.org.za so 

that we can direct your query to the correct Environmental Health Practitioner. 

 

COVID-19 WASTE 
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